
My Nana Mazie was like a second mother 
figure to me. I grew up with her and my Koko 
(granddad), and lived with them for most of 
my life. 
A stubborn Tūhoe lady, she was a straightforward 
person, never sugar-coating anything – even if it 
might hurt your feelings! And she was a hard worker. 
She was at The Warehouse Upper Hutt for over 
20 years.

Last May, Nana was diagnosed with metastatic breast 
cancer. She never went to the doctors much in her 
life and only went because she had flu symptoms. 
She had been healthy and was still working, so her 
diagnosis was a shock. Nana Mazie handled it a lot 
better than we did! My Koko, my sister, and I were 
with her when we found out, and Nana didn’t seem 
too fazed. She didn’t cry, and in her own stubborn 
way kept saying, “I think they’re wrong.” She put on a 
brave face for everyone and carried that throughout 
her whole journey.

But the cancer was too late to treat – it had already 
spread to her liver, pancreas, and bones. Nana 
started on chemo medication to be able to have 
more time with us. I naturally became one of Nana’s 
primary carers to provide her and my Koko additional 
support. Every day I would go to work, then visit 
her afterwards. That was quite tough, to be honest, 
because there was so much to organise and I didn’t 
really know what I was doing. One morning, I had 
about 14 phone calls while I was at work.

Then, just a few days after her diagnosis, we met with 
Hayley from the Cancer Society. Immediately, she 
was very kind and so easy to talk to about everything. 
That’s important when you’re a bit shy and unsure 
of what’s going to happen. Hayley provided a bunch 
of information about the Cancer Society services, 
and useful booklets – both for nana and our whānau. 
It was so helpful for us – we’d never had a close family 
member with cancer before. We didn’t know what 
to do or how to react, but having Hayley and all the 
resources helped us feel able to care for her properly.
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Emoni reflects on the Cancer Society’s support 
for his whānau during his late nana Mazie’s 
cancer diagnosis, and how the experience 
inspired him to participate in Relay For Life 
Wellington in honour of Mazie’s memory. 

The United Nations has declared 2026 the 
International Volunteer Year due to the 
essential role volunteers play in society. 
We proudly celebrate our volunteers and all 
they offer, with Adrienne sharing about her 
volunteer work in one of the cancer wards at 
Wellington Hospital. Meanwhile, Chris and 
Melinda speak about what the Cancer Society 
means to them — and their generous gift to 
support our volunteers. 

With 2026 also marking an election year, we 
share our Election Manifesto which outlines 
steps the next government can take to reduce 
the impact and incidence of cancer. Our regional 
centres in Marlborough, Nelson Tasman, and 
Wairarapa give inspiring updates about their 
continued work in the local community, and we 
dive deeper into Relay For Life Wellington, as 
well as looking forward to upcoming events.

Whether you support us through volunteering 
or donating, thank you for being here. 
We couldn’t deliver our crucial services without 
you — please know how deeply your generosity 
matters.  

Ngā mihi,

Darryl Carpenter
Pou Ārahi/Chief Executive 
Cancer Society Wellington Division 
Covering Marlborough, Nelson Tasman, 
Wairarapa, and Greater Wellington.

Our first issue of the 
year shares meaningful 
updates from across the 
Wellington Division.

The United Nations has announced 2026 as the 
International Volunteer Year to reflect on the 
positive impact volunteering has on society.
Launched on 5 December 2025 (International 
Volunteer Day), International Volunteer Year invites 
organisations and communities to celebrate the 
essential role volunteers play. It’s all about recognising 
volunteer mahi by people all over the world. 

At the Cancer Society, volunteers play a key role 
in delivering our support and services to people 
with cancer and their whānau. We wouldn’t be able 
to inform and empower those affected by cancer 
without our amazing volunteers bringing skills and 
energy to their roles.

There are many opportunities to volunteer with the 
Cancer Society, even just one-off at Relay For Life 
or Daffodil Day. We match volunteer roles with your 
skills, and we give training and support. Volunteering 
is a great way to positively impact your community, be 
part of a team, share your experience, learn new skills, 
and develop lasting friendships.

We acknowledge the extraordinary individuals who 
give their time, energy, and compassion to strengthen 
our communities. Volunteers are the humble people 
in the background of so much meaningful change, 
and this year offers a special opportunity to recognise 
their invaluable contribution.

What our volunteers have to say

“I have a whole new realm of friends - 
we’re one big club. I think everyone in 
life should give back.” - Michelle

“I have met so many lovely people. 
I just love the people contact. The stories 
they tell make me happy.” - Janice

Welcome to the 
Autumn/Winter 
edition of 
CanNews 
2026!

Nana Mazie didn’t read the booklets at first, mostly 
because she refused to believe she had cancer, and 
I kept having to pull them out of the rubbish bin! 
But one day, in the last couple of weeks of her life, 
she said, “Oh, I read those books, I’m starting to 
get it now.” I think it helped that the information 
was really easy to digest, especially for someone 
who didn’t have much faith in the health system. 
It helped her understand what she was going through 
and reassured her that it was normal for certain 
experiences and feelings to happen. Hayley regularly 
checked in to see how Nana Mazie was doing, and how 
we were as well.

Hayley also gave us a hospital parking pass, because 
Nana was in a wheelchair and I didn’t have a mobility 
pass. We were at the hospital every two weeks or so, 
and knowing I could always park close saved us so 
much hassle. I used the Cancer Society Wellington 
Visitors Lounge a couple of times while I was seeing 
Hayley, too. Our whānau really appreciated all the 
ongoing support we received from the Cancer Society.

Sadly, Nana Mazie passed away in September. 
Since then, I can really see how important the Cancer 
Society’s support was. When you’re going through it 
you don’t realise the significance, but afterwards you 
take a step back and think, wow, those little things 
they did were so meaningful.

So, this year I started a Relay For Life team. Our 
team’s name is ‘Whakamaharatanga’, which means 
‘remembrance’. By doing Relay, I’m honouring my 
nana for the battle she fought and showing my 
appreciation for the help we had from the Cancer 
Society. I can only imagine the impact the Cancer 
Society has on other people’s lives too.

I want to say thank you to all the people who work and 
volunteer at the Cancer Society. What they do is very 
selfless, and it’s comforting to know that they are 
here and they can empathise with you.

Emoni is doing Relay For 
Life this year in honour 

of his nana, Mazie, 
who passed away from 

breast cancer.

And to Cancer Society donors, I want you to know 
the good you’re doing. When you donate, it truly 
does make a difference in people’s lives – it certainly 
helped us!

“The instant I met Emoni it was clear how 
important his nana and family are to him. 
Emoni went out of his way to support his 
nana, providing her with the best care at 
her time of need. We were so fortunate 
to engage with such a responsive and 
dignified person.”

Hayley Horne
Cancer Society Staff

Keen to find out more about 
how you can get involved?

Head to 
cancer.org.nz/get-involved/volunteer/ 
or email 
volunteering@cancersoc.org.nz

Thank you to all our supporters who made sure 
we could be there to help Emoni, his whānau, and 
so many others in our region, while facing the 
overwhelming hardship of cancer  

International Volunteer Year 
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The Visitors Lounge at Cancer Society Wellington 
is a space where our incredible volunteers, along 
with patients’ families, can wait comfortably while 
someone is being treated at Wellington Hospital. It’s a 
welcoming space, where anyone can relax, talk, and 
enjoy sandwiches, tea, and coffee.

Some of our volunteers, such as our amazing drivers, 
can spend up to five hours waiting while a patient is 
receiving treatment, so this space aims to show them 
they are appreciated by our community.

Long-term supporters, Chris and Melinda, recently 
donated a significant amount to support the Visitors 
Lounge service, through their business Janice 
Laundry – self-service laundries in Newtown, Tawa, 
and Newlands. They donate 10% of all profits to the 
Cancer Society Wellington.

Janice Laundry is named after Melinda’s mum, who 
died of cancer in her early 50s. Janice’s experience 
with the Cancer Society inspired Chris and Melinda to 
support our services for patients and their families, as 
well as volunteers, through the Visitors Lounge!

“My mum was really sick when I was a teenager, 
and I was in my early 20s when she passed away,” 
Melinda said. “My parents lived in Nelson for a long 
time, so they were commuting to Wellington Hospital 
for chemotherapy, which is really hard when you’re 
so ill.”

Thanks to our supporters at that time, the Cancer 
Society’s services were there to help during such a 
difficult period for Melinda and her family.

“My memories around then are pretty blurred, 
and I think the trauma has blocked out a bit, but 
there are a couple of little glimpses that stuck with 
me,” Melinda told us. “One thing was when my 
mum was commuting for treatment, she’d use 
the Cancer Society carpark, and she became really 
close with some of the Cancer Society staff. They 
had good banter, and it was lovely for mum to be so 
comfortable in that environment. I also remember 
visiting Margaret Stewart House with my dad and two 
brothers when mum was really sick and needed to 
spend a lot of time in and out of Wellington Hospital.”

“I was very close with my mum, so when she did pass 
away suddenly it was quite traumatic, and a very 
messy time in our lives. But through all the grief, 
I’ll always remember how much the Cancer Society 
meant to mum, so that still means a lot to me. It’s 
lovely for Chris to be with me in that too, and to be 
able to help the way we do now.”

Chris explained, “We feel we’re in a relatively 
fortunate position, so there’s a sense of responsibility 
to do some good. In the past we’ve been able 
to support Margaret Stewart House with some 
renovations, as well as the Kāpiti hub build.”

This year, when our Fundraising team provided some 
options for projects and services Chris and Melinda 
could support, they immediately chose to support the 
Visitors Lounge.

“We were totally on board, because how amazing 
are those volunteers!?” Melinda said. “Their job 
is critical. We’re supporting by giving money, but 
volunteers are giving their time and that’s just as 
valuable – if not more. So, they need to be taken care 
of, and have a little bubble wrapped around them. 
It’s so valuable that there’s a little haven there where 
people can spend their time.”

When asked about what he would say to other 
potential donors, Chris was encouraging. “I think a 
lot of people want to do good and want to donate 
money or time, but they also want to know that their 
contribution is going to the right place. But I think 

you should just do it, because it is so valuable. There’s 
a real need now, and if you want to make the world a 
better place you can’t rely on the government. You can 
support in different ways too, through something like 
your business, and that brings positives for everyone. 
It’s nice for our customers at Janice Laundry to know 
that they are supporting the Cancer Society.”

A lot of people are surprised to hear that the Cancer 
Society doesn’t receive any government funding, so 
donations are hugely important. 

“My hope is that our support gives people who are in 
a similar position now the same kind of experience I 
had.” Melinda shared. “It’s good to know that people 
are getting some memories of their loved ones 
receiving the care and support they need, to make life 
easier when it’s really hard.” 

Thank you so much to all our donors who are regularly 
giving alongside Chris and Melinda, and thank you to 
our wonderful volunteers! 

Places like our Visitors Lounge are where people who 
support the Cancer Society and patients can come 
together, and that connection is really heartwarming 
for everyone involved 

Head to the Janice Laundry website at 
www.janicelaundry.co.nz

Visitors Lounge

a haven for volunteers

Chris and Melinda give back through their business, Janice Laundry.

Left: Volunteers and guests relax in the 
Visitors Lounge at Cancer Society Wellington. 
Above: The Visitors Lounge has snacks 
and drinks for guests.

Above: Chris and Melinda 
recently donated a 
significant amount to 
support the Visitors Lounge.

5Cancer Society cannews / Autumn/Winter 20264

http://www.janicelaundry.co.nz


Cancer is New Zealand’s leading cause of 
death, but many cases can be prevented 
or treated earlier with the right action. 
The Cancer Society’s 2026 Election Manifesto 
outlines practical, evidence-based steps 
the next Government can take to save lives, 
reduce inequities, and ease pressure on the 
health system.
New Zealand is falling behind countries like Australia 
in cancer prevention and early detection. Each year 
of delay means more diagnoses, higher treatment 
costs, and worsening outcomes—particularly 
for Māori.

The manifesto calls for five priorities: funding 
cervical screening and HPV immunisation, investing 
in skin cancer prevention, introducing lung cancer 
screening, lowering the bowel screening age to 50, 
and addressing the causes of cancer.

We want people to have plenty of opportunities 
to engage with the Manifesto in the lead up to 
Novembers’ election. At Wellington Relay for Life 
2026 we will ask our participants to vote on which 
priorities they think are most important—we expect 
this to be a great way to engage our Relayers in the 
issues we as a nation are facing.

These actions are affordable, proven, and ready to 
implement—offering a clear path to a healthier 
future for all New Zealanders.

Read more on our website here: 
www.cancer.org.nz/manifesto

Cancer Society’s

Election Manifesto

urges action

The manifesto calls for five practical, evidence-based priorities 
the next Government can take.

Fully fund cervical 
screening and deliver 
on the 90% HPV 
immunisation target 
by 2030
Cervical cancer is now preventable. 
Australia is on track to eliminate it 
by 2035. With the right investment 
over the next term, we can eliminate 
cervical cancer too.

Lower the bowel 
screening starting 
age
Caught early, nearly 90% of people 
survive bowel cancer. Caught late, 
survival drops to 10–15%.

Invest $5.5 million a 
year to deliver a national 
skin cancer prevention 
and early detection 
programme
New Zealand has one of the highest skin 
cancer rates in the world. More than 
90% can be prevented and nearly all are 
treatable when detected early. Every 
dollar invested returns $11.90 in savings.

Protect children and 
families from the 
commercial drivers  
of cancer

Reduce nicotine in tobacco.
Restrict unhealthy food and drink 
marketing to children. Remove alcohol 
marketing from all media.

Fund a lung cancer 
screening programme. 
Begin rolling it out  
over the next three 
years  
Nearly half of lung cancers in New 
Zealand are identified through 
emergency admissions – this is too 
late. Screening reduces mortality by  
more than 20%.

Our five key actions
1.

4.

2.

5.

3.Top: Snacks for the Blood Cancer Day Ward patients. 
Middle and Bottom: Adrienne at her niece’s wedding. 

Keen to find out more about 
how you can get involved?

Head to 
cancer.org.nz/get-involved/volunteer/ 
or email 
volunteering@cancersoc.org.nz

“My brother Royce and sister-in-law Karin both 
passed away from cancer,” Adrienne shared. “Another 
sister-in-law, Royce’s wife, Bev, survived breast 
cancer.” Adrienne has firsthand experience of being 
cared for in the same ward she now volunteers in, and 
that positive experience is why she volunteers today.

“In 2023, my husband was told he had a spiculated 
cancerous lesion on the lung which had metastasised 
to the bones,” Adrienne explained. “Every second 
Friday, he had treatment at the Blood Cancer Day 
Ward, which lasted around five or six hours each 
time. We were so appreciative of the volunteers and 
nurses who were kind and caring – nothing was too 
much trouble. From that moment, I thought I would 
love to pay it forward.”

Adrienne does a fantastic job, caring for people each 
week. “My volunteering role involves serving drinks, 
snacks, and lunch to patients who are undergoing 
chemotherapy, immunotherapy or both,” Adrienne 
said. “During chemotherapy, a patient can feel quite 
cold, so I’ll also offer a blanket.”

Adrienne also shares other services the Cancer Society 
can provide, thanks to our supporters. “If I see a new 
patient, I ask if they know what the Cancer Society 

offers, and most people aren’t aware of our great 
services. So, I explain that we have drivers to take 
them to treatment, exercise classes, and free parking 
available across the road. I also share that we offer 
counselling for them and their families.”

Like so many of our incredible volunteers, Adrienne 
has a big heart for those in our community facing the 
hardest times of their lives. “If I can make a patient’s 
life a little happier and give a welcoming smile, then 
I feel I have done a good job,” Adrienne said. “Quite 
often, a patient will be on their own in the ward, and 
going through cancer treatment can be very scary. 
If I can make someone’s day more palatable, or even 
bring them some joy, then hopefully I’ve made a 
difference. I’ve had plenty of patients thank me for 
the chats, help, and smiles, and for the best milo 
they’ve ever had – we have a secret recipe!”

Adrienne can only offer encouragement to anyone 
who wants to support the Cancer Society through 
volunteering. “Volunteering is not only rewarding to 
you as the volunteer but also to the patients. It allows 
you to contribute to a cause you care about and make 
a positive impact on the lives of others. I have had 
some amazing conversations with patients, and it’s 
so rewarding to give back.”

Thank you Adrienne, and all our wonderful 
volunteers for your dedication and kindness! 
We often hear from patients and their loved ones 
just how much our volunteers’ support means to 
them – they can definitely feel your aroha!  

Introducing

a fantastic

volunteer! 

Adrienne has been volunteering once a 
week with us for over a year now, in the 
Blood Cancer Day Ward in Wellington 
Hospital. Caring for people and families 
going through cancer is deeply personal for 
Adrienne, having lost family members to it.

7Cancer Society cannews / Autumn/Winter 20266

http://www.cancer.org.nz/manifesto
http://cancer.org.nz/get-involved/volunteer/
mailto:volunteering%40cancersoc.org.nz?subject=


A night of hope, remembrance 
and remarkable community spirit 

Relay For Life Nelson Tasman 2026 was a moving 
celebration of community, hope, and remembrance.

Across 70 teams and 995 participants, Relayers walked 
through the night in honour of those affected by 
cancer, raising an incredible $248,866.

The success of the event reflects the deep generosity 
and aroha of our region. Every lap was shared and 
supported by whānau, friends, workplaces, donors, 
and local supporters standing alongside our Relayers. 
We are deeply grateful to our volunteers, entertainers, 
suppliers, sponsors, and local businesses whose 
kindness helped bring the event to life. We especially 
thank GJ Gardner Homes Nelson, our Major Partner, 
whose support played an important role in making 
Relay 2026 possible. Relay may only happen every two 
years, but its impact is felt in our community every day.

Centre Updates

The Nook opens at Marlborough Centre

Cancer Society Marlborough has recently opened 
“The Nook” – a small, volunteer-led fundraising 
space operating from within the centre.

Developed as a simple but sustainable fundraising 
stream, The Nook sells books, jigsaws and Cancer 
Society merchandise, creating a steady, community-
facing income source outside of traditional events. 
It officially opened with Mayor Nadine Taylor cutting 
the ribbon, alongside the volunteers who brought 
the idea to life. For a small centre, initiatives like 
this are an important step in building resilience and 
broadening how communities can engage with and 
support the mahi.

The project has also been a strong example of 
volunteer-led innovation, with local supporters 
shaping and delivering the space from concept 
through to day-to-day operation.

Broadening access to 
cancer awareness and services

We worked with local refugee health and social 
service workers to explore how we could improve our 
outreach to the local former refugee communities.

Two projects resulted: 
•	 A cancer information pamphlet in plain language 

and using clear visual symbols, in English and then 

translated into 7 local former refugee languages.  
The pamphlet is distributed through GPs, 
pharmacies, and community settings.

•	 A Cancer Health Expo involving health 
professionals covering skin, lung, bowel, prostate, 
breast and gynaecological cancers. Interpreters 
circulated to translate for each refugee group, and 
the Cancer information pamphlet was also given to 
all attending in their own language.

Wairarapa centre recognised 
at regional business awards

We are proud to share that our Wairarapa Centre has 
been recognised at the Spark Business Hub Wairarapa 
Awards 2025, receiving the Masterton Trust Lands 
Trust Not for Profit Award.

For our Wairarapa team and Executive Board, this 
recognition reflects the strength of the community 
that surrounds and supports the centre. It speaks 
to the care, dedication and connection that sits at 
the heart of the mahi, and the way people continue 
to show up for each other across the region. 
It also acknowledges the many people who have 

WairarapaWhakatū | Nelson Tasman 

Wairarapa community backs 
first 12km Challenge

More than 130 walkers and runners took part in our 
first 12km Challenge on 22 March, raising just under 
$11,000 to support local services.

Participants completed three laps of a 4km loop along 
the Waipoua River, with a mix of walkers and runners 
of all ages and abilities taking part. As a new event for 
our Wairarapa Centre, the strong turnout and backing 
from local businesses and the wider community was 
encouraging.

The momentum is already building, with many 
participants looking ahead to Relay For Life 2027. 

This event shows how the Wairarapa community 
continues to stand alongside the Cancer Society 
Wairarapa, showing up with generosity, energy 
and care.

shaped the Wairarapa Centre over the past forty 
years. This award belongs to our volunteers, staff, 
supporters and partners who have helped build a 
trusted, local service for whānau when it matters 
most – thank you.

Nelson Tasman 
Relay For Life 
2026.

Relay For Life 
is a powerful 
event of 
celebration and 
remembrance.

Marlborough

Inclusive, community-led 
fundraising for Daffodil Month

The Marlborough team also continues to evolve our 
approach to Daffodil Month, with a growing focus on 
flexibility and inclusion – participating however best 
suits you!

One example is “Paws for a Cause” – a simple, low-
pressure challenge where people can fundraise 
while spending time outdoors with their dogs, 
sharing yellow or daffodil-inspired moments as 
they go. Russell the mini schnauzer, our unofficial 
therapy dog, will likely be one of the first to join 
in, helping lift spirits, greet visitors, and remind 
people to pause when they need to. It’s all part of a 

The Nook at 
Marlborough 
Centre.

wider move towards creating more opportunities 
for communities to get involved in their own way. 
As always, money raised locally stays in Marlborough, 
directly supporting people in the region.

Wairarapa 
Centre Team 
at the awards 
evening.

A team 
participating in 
the 12km event.

Marlborough 
Centre Team 
with Russell, 
the mini 
schnauzer.
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Daffodil Day is on the horizon

August is just around the corner and with the 
arrival of spring comes Daffodil Day, one of 
Aotearoa’s most recognisable community 
fundraising campaigns. The daffodil has long 
been a symbol of hope, resilience and brighter 
days ahead, making it the perfect emblem for 
those impacted by cancer. Support for Daffodil 
Day continues to grow each year, with thousands 
of people coming together to make a difference 
for local whānau facing cancer. There are plenty of 
ways to get involved this year. You could volunteer 

at the annual street appeal, or community groups, 
schools, workplaces and friends can also sign up 
to fundraise together. Whether it is a Dress Yellow 
Day, bake sale, quiz night or your own creative 
idea, every dollar raised helps provide vital support 
and services for people affected by cancer.

To find out more or get involved, visit 
www.daffodilday.org.nz

The ‘why’

behind

the Relay

King’s Birthday weekend will 
mark the 24th Wellington Relay 
For Life event. What began as a 
small community gathering has 
grown into the largest Relay For 
Life in the Southern Hemisphere, 
and the region’s most powerful 
coming together of people 
united by cancer. It is a space to 
celebrate survivors, remember 
those we have lost, and stand side 
by side in the fight for a future 
free from cancer.

Every Relayer has their own 
reason for being there. Recently, 
we spent time with people who 
shared their stories and the 
deeply personal “why” behind 
their Relay journey.

ScarlettAnne Mark Carter
There is no single story that 
defines a Relayer, just as there is 
no single way cancer touches our 
lives. One in three New Zealanders 
will face a cancer diagnosis in their 
lifetime. At Relay, people of all 
ages, backgrounds, and walks of 
life come together with a shared 
purpose: to honour, to support, 
and to keep moving forward.

One step at a time 

Fresh Flowers for Daffodil Day

Looking for a special way to mark Daffodil Day 
this year? You can purchase a beautiful bunch of fresh 
daffodils, with all proceeds supporting Cancer Society 
Wellington Division. Flowers will be delivered to your 
home or workplace before Daffodil Day, arriving in 
bud and ready to bloom throughout the week. It is 
a thoughtful way to honour the day, brighten your 
space, and remember loved ones affected by cancer.

Order yours at 
www.daffodilday.org.nz/buydaffodils

Anne Jay, team captain of The All 
Sorts, has been part of Relay for 
over a decade. What started as a 
church team rallying around their 
Vicar, Jenni, during breast cancer 
treatment has grown into a diverse 
group of colleagues, friends, and 
even strangers who found the team 
through the Cancer Society. In her 
work as an oncology geneticist, 
Anne sees daily how fundraising 
makes a difference, with cancers 
that once carried a grim prognosis 
now having far more hopeful 
outcomes. For Anne, Relay is also 
a time to remember her father and 
brother. It’s where she honours 
them, surrounded by others who 
share a common goal: a future 
where families do not endure the 
same loss. 

Scarlett De Ronde understands 
that loss all too well. A student at 
Hutt Valley High School, Scarlett 
will light the remembrance candle 
this year in honour of her mum, 
who passed away last year, and on 
behalf of all those remembered at 
Relay. She speaks of her mum as 
a warm and loving presence who 
remains a part of her family every 
day. For Scarlett, Relay is a place 
where those memories are held 
close and shared.

Alongside remembrance is a 
powerful determination to fight 
back. Mark McAlpine and the Four 
Dragons Martial Arts team have 
brought both heart and energy to 
their efforts. They are taking part 
in honour of Cookie from their 
Tawa club, as well as friends and 
teammates who have faced cancer. 
Their fundraising has been fuelled 
by friendly competition, including 
push up challenges and a fierce 
focus on clocking up laps around 
the track.

For Carter Maule and his Upper 
Hutt Volunteer Fire Brigade team, 
the challenge is taken to another 
level. They will complete Relay in 
full structural firefighting gear, 
carrying 17 kilograms as they walk. 
Carter is relaying for firefighters 
impacted by cancer through 
their work, and in memory of his 
grandfather, who he supported 
through prostate cancer before 
losing him to pancreatic cancer 
just 20 days after diagnosis. 
Each step is both a tribute and a 
statement of solidarity.
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Our nurses answered

5,389
Cancer 
Information calls 
on our 0800 
Helpline.

Wellington 
Division 
Year in 
Numbers 
Key Stats 2025 - 2026

1,152
new clients 
were supported, 
averaging to 3.2 new 
clients every day of 
the year.

Cancer Society Wellington 
52 Riddiford Street, Newtown, 
Wellington 6021
Offices in Hutt, Kāpiti & Porirua
PO Box 7125, Newtown, 
Wellington 6242 

Cancer Information 
and Service enquiries:
E	 info@cancersoc.org.nz 
T	 0800 CANCER (226 237)

Donation enquiries:
E	 fundraising@cancersoc.org.nz 
T	 0800 467 345

Nelson Tasman:
102 Hardy Street, Nelson 
E	 info@cancernelson.org.nz 
T	 Nelson (03) 539 1137 
T	 Motueka (03) 528 7669

Wairarapa:
37 Te Ore Ore Road, Masterton 
E	 waisupport@cancersoc.org.nz 
T	 (06) 378 8039

Marlborough:
76a Maxwell Road, Blenheim 
E	 marlborough@cancersoc.org.nz 
T	 (03) 579 4379 CC#10067

Every one of us hopes to leave behind 
something meaningful — a legacy of love, care, 
and hope for future generations. By leaving 
a gift in your Will to the Cancer Society 
Wellington Division, you can help protect 
future generations of New Zealanders from the 
heartbreak of cancer.
Why leave a gift in your Will?
Cancer touches nearly every whānau in Aotearoa 
New Zealand, and the need for services continues to 
grow. Every day, 81 New Zealanders are diagnosed 
with cancer, and around 10,500 people will lose their 
lives to the disease this year alone. Without action, 
cancer diagnoses are expected to increase from more 
than 30,000 in 2025 to over 45,000 by 2044.

These are not just numbers — they are parents, 
grandparents, partners, friends, and neighbours. 
The good news is that around one-third of all 
cancers could be prevented. With the right support, 
education, prevention, and early detection, we can 
change lives and save lives.

A gift in your Will helps ensure the Cancer Society 
Wellington Division can continue supporting people 
affected by cancer today while investing in prevention 
and hope for tomorrow. We are the only cancer charity 
in New Zealand that supports all people affected by 
cancer, regardless of cancer type — because no one 
should face cancer alone.

We value every gift, no matter 
the size or form it takes.

Visit www.safewill.com/nz/csw 
or scan the QR code to create 
your Will today
For a confidential discussion, 
please contact Ruchika, Bequest Lead: 
Phone: 0800 467 345 (press 4 for Wellington) 
Email: bequest@cancersoc.org.nz

We provided

897
counselling 
sessions 
for clients and 
their whānau.

Your Life, Your Legacy

for a Future of Hope
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